GENIUS AND CHARACTER
animals. They embody the elemental forces of
nature!"
This avowal seemed to me so misanthropical
that I asked Mussolini whether he thought a
ruler needed to be inspired rather with contempt
for mankind than with kindly feelings,
"On the contrary/' he said with emphasis.
"One needs ninety-nine per cent of kindliness
and only one per cent of contempt."
The statement, from him, surprised me, and
to make sure that I was not misunderstanding
him I asked him once more: "You really think,
then, that your fellow human beings deserve
sympathy rather than contempt?"
He regarded me with the inscrutable expression
which is so common to him, and said softly:
"More sympathy, more compassion; much
more compassion."
This utterance reminded me that, when read-
ing Mussolini's speeches, I had more than once
been surprised by what seemed to me a parade
of altruism. Why should he, the condottiere, refer
with so much insistence to the interests of the
community ? I was led to ask him:
"Again and again, in exceedingly well-turned
phrases, you have declared an increase of your
own personality to be your aim in life, saying,
*I want to make my existence a masterpiece/ or,
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